Individuals of the same sex or age within a given species often differ from each other in their behaviour and underlying physiology, even under standardized conditions. Most of this variation is non-random and is consistent across situations or contexts and across time. Frequently, these individual differences become conspicuous and easily measurable when individuals have to cope with everyday challenges in their environment, both social and nonsocial, as a consequence of the use of different strategies in apparently similar situations (Broom, 2001 ). Such differences within populations have often been neglected as biologically meaningful variation and interpreted as either the consequence of inaccurate measurements or non-adaptive variation around an adaptive mean (Wilson, 1998) . By contrast, in humans such variation is interpreted as reflecting consistent individual variation in personality or temperament, the science of human personality being already more than one century old. Personality characteristics in humans have a sizeable heritable component and a proximate basis in genetic polymorphisms and associated neurobiology, and they have been shown to predict important life outcomes such as health, sexual behaviour and social networks (Nettle, 2005) .
Recent studies suggest that animal personality can be studied objectively when the concept of personality is translated to an entity that can be quantified with the adequate research tools. A basic definition of personality is that it represents suites of correlated behaviours that are expressed across different situations. These consistent behavioural features resulting from traits that tend to go together, endow individuals with discernable predispositions. Behavioural ecologists have long recognised stable inter-individual differences in behaviour or even suites of traits, e.g., the occurrence of different reproductive and foraging strategies like 'resident and satellites' or 'producers and scroungers ' (Barnard & Sibly, 1981; Clark & Ehlinger, 1987) . In the past decade it has become clear that in a wide variety of non-human species (Table 1) consistent individual differences in one trait covary with other behav- Table 1 . Overview of the species in which consistent individual differences in suites of traits (at least two) have been described at different levels of analysis. The list stems from the literature of the articles published in this issue and does not pretend to be exhaustive. ++ means that at least two papers have been published for a given species. 
